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n. Chap. 1. 28. And God bleſſed them, and ſaid 
whe Faith Chap. ix. v. 1. Aud God bleſſed Noah 


the Earth, * e therein. 
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e fame from Scripture and Reſt 8 
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unto them, Be 1 and multiply, and repleniſh © 
and hit Sons, and ſaid uno them,” Be fruitful, and * 


multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, v. 7. Aud dun, 
be je fruitſul aud multiplj, bring forth * 1 


e püngel in the Lear N. CRX VV 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE; 8 
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earl of Albemarle, &. 


'T would. be came abe 
tion, to have asked your Lordſhip to 


countenance or ſupport this poor 


Eſſay, any further than it ſhall be 
thought, by your own impartial Judg- 


Member. 


It will, I preſume, be et ad, that e- 
very. Man i is, in Proportion to the Vigour of his, 


Complexion, actuated, -leſs_or.nigre, by that At- 


nchment Which Nature bas given us all to the 
Fair Sex. What, methinks, ſhould confirm us in 
this Opinion, is, That Gentlemen of the Army al- 
ways neu a great deal of Action, Life, and Vi- 
racity, when they addreſs the Ladies. They lik 
to make ſuch bold Approaches as will be crowned. 
with Succeſs. They briskly ſet on, and ſhew them- 
ſelres Men, in the Critical Heat of the Engagement. 


I ſhould be glad, My Lord, to 1 the Army 
in any Shape; and I hope your Lordſhip will not 
lake it amg, if 4 endeaygur to make ckeix * 
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ment, beneficial to that noble Body of 
which you make q moſt * * wann 
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ſtian Duty, and natural delta flow in the 
mY have]... 


eee 2 2914 
The Sacredneſb of my Character frrerely for- 
bus me to declare myſelf the Author of this 
Treatiſe, as à great * 0 at firſt Sight, will pro- 
ndunct it, 4 Sn Difconrſe ; ys proteſt they 
don't believe any Clergyman of good, Jound, orthodox Prin- 
ciples, coutd'guer have writ ſuch an abominable Piece. 
In this Way chey are apt tolexelaim apaink me, 
without ever exutmining the Strength of my Rea- 
Jonings 1 1 Hope” will bear the Trial, 


Ad 3 perfbaded. al the A rgume ats I have 
advanced upon chis Sabjecr, will, W an impar- 
ral Conſideration, be Found e by Reaſon 
and Scripture... | 


Had the Genefality of: Readers been bleſſed 
- with that free, unprejudiced, mafculige "Tarn of 
Thinking, which your Lordſhip ſo remarkably poſ- 
ſes, lure L tieeded not have ſerupled to appear ® 
the Bottom of chishopeful Project; 


But as every Bolly will readily e the iy afe 
not, until ir WP pleaſe GOD fem their Eyes, 
e 


and to remove ir Freadices, I r LG to Wb 
ſeribe mylelf, 
8258 % L 0 R D. 
V (117 25 Ac! N 01 a Tour "Lordflip*s' 


_ obedient humble Servant, 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


L L the pretty Ladies may Safely venture wpon, 
this little, ſhort, ſubſtantial Performance. 7 
wk Care to put nothing in it that might ſtain their dean 
fair Characters, Meibinks there is nothing in this Work, | 
but what may, by a proper Addreſs, be well enough re- 
mciled to the firmeſt Breaſt and. tender Sentimionts, 
.. whole Piece will, 1 dope, be ſoitnd to ſlide taſh 
u, in a regular, lively Motion, towards the main 
End of its Formation ; I mean, the Support and Mel- 
es, Wore of all Societies, and the mutual Satisfaction of 
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beir particular Members, | * = 
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1. hty 90. an del. tnifateaty Good 
* an left. luckelent Being; who, before e- 


ver the Foundation of the World was laid, 
muſt have been peſſeſſed of ſuch Perfection and 
"Happineſs, as could not have been either increaſed 
or diminiſned throughout all the Ages of Eternity. 
This GOD, who never ſtöod in Need of any of 
our Services; could not have propoſed'to himſelf a- 
ny other End in the Creation of the Univerſe, 
than what ſhonld be Burnie. of the Happineſs 
of his Creatures 5 | 
And, eyen alloying the Deity thoutd' have bad 
5 how Regurd r6 his vun Intereſt, in the Prob 
Suction of the e Univerſe judging, that we, or 
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ether perceptive Beings, might, by a certain Courfs 
of Actions, have added to, or aggrandiſed his Hap- 
| pinels and glorious Perſeetions; yet fill, as every 

rational Being muſt defire, and oaght to purſue the 
proper Happinels and Perfection ofics Nature, our 
1nhaieely wiſe and. powerful Creator, would, in this 
Caſe, have made Creatures of ſuch a Frame, as 
would make their greateſt Happineſs to conſiſt in 
doing his Will, andthe Advancement of his ſup- 
paled Intereſt. For a Deſire of Happineſs may 
be looked upon as an eſſential Quality of every 
ratignal Creatgre, withogt which they can't be pro- 
perlyTaid to exift. Becauſe, immediately upon their 
coming to Life, and to perceive the Difference be- 
-twixt Pleaſure and Pain, they are always ſeized with 
ſuch a ſtrong Deſire and Inclinatian towards Hap- 
pfineſs, and towards thefe Objects and Actions that 
afford them Pleaſure, as cannot Ever afterwards be 
ſeparated from their Nature. 
No rational Being gan ever wiſh for Pain vr des 
ſire thoſe Objects and Actions which he knous will 
make him miſerable; But muſt always pur ſue what 
he takes to be his awn dear Intereſt, and earneſt 
ſeek after thoſe Things, in the Enjoyment of whi 
ke found his greateſt Happineſs to conſiſt. 
Lis true, our Diyines will not allow pute Bene- 
volence, and good Will towards Mep, to have been 
the only Motive that induced the Deity. to have 
made us at firſt, But they ſuppoſe, chat GOD had r 


in his Eye, to have manifeſted and ſheun his own 
glorious and immenſe Tae ſame Time 7 
94 to haye made Mapkind happy. 


But this, at firſt, Sight, plainly appears inconfi- 
kent wich the glorious Eetfectionz of that infinicely 
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5 1 
perfect Being, who, from all 
well acquainted with his own Nature; he exactly 
knew that he was what he was, and ſo needed not 
the Approbation of any of his Creatures, to raife 
his Apprehenſion of himſelf. 3 
All Men are, indeed, highly pleaſed to ſee them- 
ſelves eſteemed and admired by thoſe of their own 
Species, as this gives them a greater Opinion of 
their own Abilities; but to/be-cayght with the ig* 
norant Applauſes of a gaping Croud, is always 
looked upon as a plain Argument of great Weak- 
neſs. That Almighty GOD fhould then deſire, ot 
be pleaſed to ſee himſelf revered, admired, and a- 
dored by ſuch poor, empty, ignorant Creatures as 
we are, would argue, there was ſomething in this 
infinitely perfect Being, like what we call Pride 
ot ad Ambition in Men. To aſcribe which to the 
e Deity, would be open Blaſphemy. No no— our 

bountiful Creator has only manifeſted his Glory, on 
4 Wl Purpoſe to have made us happy. He defires our 
11 Wl Praiſes ; claims a Title to our Devotion; enjoins us 
ar to make grateful Returns to his Mercies; and would 
| have us entertain proper Sentiments of himſelt, as 
? theſe Things are plainly productive of our own 

preateſt Good, both in this Life and that which is 
e- © to come. Ker — 5 the 


en 45 Almighty GOD has then created Man in 


order to have made him happy, he has endowed 
him with proper Faculties, and put him in ſuch 
Circumſtances, as he may caſily arrive at that De- 
pee of Happineſs and Perfection deſigned for him. 
The Almighty Superintendant of the Univerſe, in 


itting out the human Soul, has wiſely ordered and 


VE 
ad 
wo 
me 
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1 perfectly 


a. — 


ely MW culated its Frame for that grand Expedition, up-. 


ec en Which' it was launched out into Being 
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And as this here Soul od, by its Creator, dif 
patched into this World, and deſigned for Commerce 
with material Objects, it was neceſſary it ſhould 
have been lodged in ſome proper Receptacle, through 
which external TranſaRtions might be eaſily com- 
municated to it, and by which it might act as it wil- 
led, upon theſe Objects around it. We according- 
-ly find Almighty GOD has ordered the Soul of 
Man into an organiſed Body, exactly framed for 
theſe reſpectiye Purpoſes ; where, from its repeated 
Intercourſes with che corpareal Creation, it has fre- 
quent Opportunities of getting clear Perceptions, 
and exact Repreſentations of theſe Actions with 
which it is ſurrounded ; and, from its own Senſe and 
Experience, it may come to diſtinguiſh ſuch of them 
as arc productive of its Happineſs, from thoſe that 
give it Pain, and tend to make it miſerable. 
But this ſame Soul is, of itſelf, ſuch a careleſs, 
dead, languid Creature, and would take ſo great a 
Time to get intimarely acquainted with the Na- 
ture and Uſe of Things, that, had nor Almighty 
GOD endowed it with Movements and Propeuſi- 
ties towards theſe Objects that are productive of 
its Welfare, it never would have been active enough 
Jn the Purſuit of its own Intereſt, We therefore find 
e has given Man Attachments and Inclinations 
o theſe Things that are neceſſary for the Support 
of his Exiſtence, the Increaſe of his preſent Happt: 
peſs, and the Propagation of his Species. : 
| Theſe Objects are, as it were, tipped and varni- 
ſned over with glittering Pleaſure, which dazles out 
PWnderſtandings to that Degree, we can't think of a- fu 
iy "Thing elſe, until we are in full Poſſeſſion off zr 
theſe lovely deſireable Things. Thoſe Appetites andi . 
Paſſions, thus drive us blindly on towards NR 50 
aan ee 4 


Mark, without any Red or Attention to what 
the Conſequences may be. From this View of hu- 
man Nature, we may, in general, conſider ourſelves 
as perceptive Beings, made up of ſuch Deſires and 
Inclinations, as are the Reſult of our Reaſon, and 
Reflection upon what we have felt in the World; 
and, at the ſame Time, compounded of theſe groſ- 
ſer Appetites and Propenſities, which GOD was 
pleaſed to have lodged in the Breaſt of every one of 
us, at the firſt Formation of our Natures. And if 
ve have thoſe rational pure Deſires, 5 again 
„coarſer Appetites and Paſſions, duly ſatisfied in a 
1 W regular Way, without impairing or weakening the 
4 natural Strength of our various Conſtitutions, we 
certainly arrive at the Perfection of our Reaſon, and 
ct WH Happineſs in this World. 
Theſe are the common Inroads of Pleaſure, and 
„ MW the only Avenues through which the Satistactions 
a W and Enjoyments of Life are conveycd to the Soul 
a- W of Man. 6 5 
ty Whatever Action then, in this Way, raiſes agree- 
i- able, delightſul Emotions in the Soul, or cauſes 
of MW pleaſant Senſations in the Body, mult be very good, 
oh it its other Conſequences will not more than coun- 
od ter- balance the preſent Happineſs. 
Ins And, on the contrary, whatever Action ſtings the 
Ire Foul, or cauſes violent, painful Touches in the Bo- 
„q muſt be very bad, it its other Conſequences 
will not more than counter-balance the preſent 
ni- Miſery. 912 ü | 
our In fine, whatever: Acton introduces more Plea- 
a- fire than Pain, among ſuch perceptive Bcings as we 
are, muſt always be agrecable to what we call Rea- 
ſn, and worthy the Dignity of our Nature. This 
b the great Rule of Righteoulnels; and a hearty, 
N 3 fincete 


2 ö 


Nincere tnaeavonr to LE our Lives to it, is che 
only Thing that can entitle us to the Favour of that 
benevolent Being, who propoſed to himſelf no othet 
End than our Happineſs, in bringing us to Being; 
and who is only pleaſed with ſuch of our Actions as 
ate productive of our own Welfare; and is only diſ- 
pleaſed with us when we do theſe Things that ne- 
ceſſatily give us Pain, and tend to make us miſe- WM 
rable. 8 
Ik any One, therefore, (pretending to have a par- 
ticular Power and Commiſſion from Almighty God, 
to inſtruct Mankind in the Exerciſe of Piety, Vir- 
tue, and Temperance) ſhall offer to preſetibe any 
Thing inconſiſtent with our temporal Intereſt, we 
may ſafcly reject him as a falſe Prophet. | | 
Without a Revelation from Heaven breathes all 
over Benevolence and Good-will towards Men, we 
never cat) be reaſonably perſuaded of its being coun- 
tenanced and approved of; by that God who is the 
true Source of all Bliſs, and from whom proceedeth 
every good and perfect Gift, though there ſhould be 
a Phouſand Miraeles wrought in Confirmation of 
it; for the working of Miracles, or the doing ſuch 
Things as could not have been affected according 


5? oi pron . OY 4 a4 ah wen 


to the ordinary and eſtabliſhed Courſe cf Nature, is { 
only a Demonſtration of that Power we ſce exerted, 1 
and never a Proof of the Veracity of any Doctrine, I . 
or of any Goodneſs in the Agent. 0 
is true, if any One ſhall make it appear, from WI ,, 
his ordinary Lite and Converſation, and from the ,; 
good Conſequences, with Reſpe& to Society, of all 
tis nncommon Operations, that he always has an WW 
Inclinat ion to promote the temporal Inteteſt of Man- I; 
kind, we may juſtly look upon him as bleſſed with p, 
that ſupernatural Power and extraordinary 1 al 
a 4 | ne 5 8 


Ct >) 


dels we ſee him daily exert. And we may ſafely bea 6 


lieve a great many Things upon his bate Authority. 
We han t had Recourſe ro the ſame Experience with 
him, and we have no Reaſon to refuſe his Teſtimo= 


ny; If a Gegtleman of Candour and Ingenuity a- 


mong us, ſhall travel to an unknown Country, we 
don't doubt the Hiſtory and Account he gives us of. 
that Place, however ſtrange it may appear to us. 
And how much leſs needed we fſcruple to believe 
what this divine Perſon ſhould tell us of the other 
World, to which we are entirely Strangers. | 
Travellers, tis true, are very apt to ſpeak at 


ought carefully to guard againſt. But we are in no 
Danger of being impoſed upon, in this Way, by him 
who firſt eſtabliſhed our holy, Religion, For Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great Pattern of all Perfection, whoſe 
bleſled Example we ought to follow, made it ap- 
pear, not only from his common Behaviour in Lite, 
but likewiſe from the good Conſequences, with re- 
ſpe& to Society, of all his ſupernatural Operations, 
that he willed to have made Men happy. | 

Of this we have a noble Inſtance recorded in the 
ſecond Chapter of the Goſpel of St. John. In Cana 
in Galilee”: there was a Marriage, to which Jeſus, 
his Mother, - and Diſciples were asked. His Mo- 


ſwered, N, what Bufiaeſs have I to do with thee, 
Woman ? . — Dou may go whea you will, — My Hour 
is not yet come. She, it ſrems, exactly underſtood 
him, and begged of the Servants to do whatever he 


ap ſhould deſire them. Upon this, he ordered fix large 
1 Watey- Pots, that contained two or three Firkins a- 
40 Piece, to be filled up to the Brim; and told them, 


to draw off ſome of it, and carry it to the Gover- 


large; which, in Matters of great Importance, we 


ther told him, the Mine was out. To which he an- 
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Hor of the Feaſt, which he taſted, and finding it ex- 
cceding good Wine, much bettet than that they had | 
before, Ha, cries he to the Bridegroom, This is ve- b 
ry extraordinary Entertainment. Others, ſays he, ſee e 
forth their beſt Wine at firſt, till Men have well drunk, WE 
and. got merry ; and when the Company begin to quaff it U 
heartily round, without ever minding the Quality, they WW 
are ſure to give worſe Liquor. — But thou haſt kept the 
good Wine until now, the very Time that others generally 
grve the. worſt. | | | | 
The Maſter of the Entertainment did not know 

this good Wine had been the Effect of a Miracle. 
He imagined the Bridegroom had, ſome how, pro- 
vided this peremptory Bottle. This was the Begin- 
ning of Chriſt's Miracles. From that Time, we arc 
told, his Diſciples believed in him; and who would 
refuſe to follow him, whilſt he thus midnitclied his 
Glory. 11 
But what I would obſerve from theſe Arguments, 
is, that no Revelation from Heaven can ever forbid 
any Action which our Reaſon, Senſe, and Experi- 
ence plainly demonſtrate to be productive of our 
temporal Happineſs. | | 

A Religion, abounding with uſeleſs and harſh Se- 
verities, bears too great a Reſemblance to an Impo- 
Rure contrived by him who roams about in Queſt 


of our Run. pt 
This ill- natured Being would, at firſt, put on the 
Appearance of Goodneſs and Benevolence, till he 
got himſelf entirely loved, eſteemed; and admired 
by us. And then he would not fail to introduce 
needleſs Tortures, painful Auſterities, and -cruel 
Suſterings. In this Way would the crafty Spirit 
wheedle us out of our Happineſs, make us miſera- 
ble, both in chis Life and that which is to . 
fo whie 


which is the 
dened-paor Mortal s. 

But ine bleſſed Goſpel, our - holy Religion, for- 
bids ng rational Delight, or manly; Pleaſure. It als 
ows the Mind to unbend itſelf in the ſoft Embra- 
cs of all the innocent Diverſions of Life, and plain 


- 


petite implanted in our Natures. Which Appetites, 
(according to that Order, Harmony, and exact 
Symmetry, obſeryable through all the. Parts of every 
ther Syſtem in the. Univerſe) are always ſtronger or 
jeakers in Proportion to the Moment of Good; or 


Nie of real Pleaſure their Obje&s will afford 
. de 
| W 4s the Continuation of our own. Being, and the 
„ Wrpagacion of our Kind, are abſolutely neceſſary to 
Weider, us happy in this, World, we find our keeneſt 
petites, and ſtrongeſt Paſſions, bend and ingline | 


that Way. ee: Tre. y 3 
Haw often, and how. much are we importuned 
Hunger and. Thirſt, ta ſupply the daily Con- 
apt ion of gur Bodies? And to what Dangers and 
conveniencies, to What Toil and Fatigue, ate we 
ady to expoſe ourſelves, for the momentaty Satiſ- 
Aion of. getting thoſe ſame Bodies cloſely united 
d the. fair Objects of their Devotion? 
Haw does the Bre aſt heave with glowing Defare, 
nen the Eye perceives à ſprightly Mien, à fing 


he i, a beautiful lovely Form, an eaſy,: ſoft; pretty 
ne ner? Lea, the Soul is often all in a Flame, 
eo en oniy a fair Copy of che beautiful Original ig 
ice Nlented to its View. The Imagination draws the 


uic of. Thus me ofticious Fancy, to give pre- 
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very wor ind that could have baps 


ly, cxjoins the modetate Gratification of every Aps 
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ture. ſp much to the Life, we gan t help fametinies - 
lieving it really tobe Phat we are ſd eagerly:in 


feng 


of my fair Angel. | 


c F ts * 

feat Pleaſure, but greater ol often put me in ful 
Poſſeſſion of my beloved Charmer. — Atidinow Ml 
Whilſt I keenly move in the-ſecter Paths of Plea. 
ſantneſs — What bliſsful Senſe, what rapturous E- 
motions tranſport my imparadiſed Soul! — But 
when theſe Fides of Foy, theſe ſweetly gliding Hu- 
mours are run out, Judgment diſpels the Clouds, re 
Jumes his Throne, and repreſents the Truth. 

Thus, bereft of all my Bliſs J am deſtitute, de 
jected, mad, without the lovely endearing Careſſes 


enn err rr ern 


el. f [ DIS 1 | 
Thus, the Lois of an imaginary Good has made 
= Impreſſion of real Woe upon my poor miſerable 
ul. 

© Thos, lively Fancy, when drowſy Judgment i 
laid down to reſt, roams at Pleaſure in the darkned 
cloudy Brain; ſports with our Paſſions, and ſets the 
whole Frame of Man in Agitation, till heavy Judy 
ment, rouſing up his Head, frets at the Diſorder 
and orders Fancy to Bed Poor Funcy conſined t 
to his Room, would fain get out — Stands in hi 
Windows, making Signs to the ſprightly Qbjeas 
his Debauchery — Till Judgment again begins t 
nap. But my Fancy, methinks, has here, with gre: 
Dexterity, made a Sally bold endugh. — Sure m 
good Judgment muſt have lolled a little in the arm 
Chair, elſe it never would have been allowed to hay 
rambied this Way abroad, oo NN 
But what I would; in cool Blood, obſerve: fro: 
this warm Flight, is, That this Attaehment wen 
turally have towards the fair Sex, is one of the mo 
eonſiderable Apperites lodged-'at firſt in our Breal 
and always continues to be à Paſſion of the mo 
general and prevailing Influence, GO 
ungen Dre 
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GOD never _ have . us ſuch „ In- 
clinations towards theſe pretty Charmets, had 


lie intended the frequent Uſe of them. 
5 This is what no Body, of common Senſe can wall 
da ſefuſe — Our Divines, *ris true, allow us the Uſe 


of them, in one Shape, as much as we will: But 
they, forſooth, denounce Hell and Damnation a- 
de paint carnal Copulation in any other Way. That 
ee che ſe ſevere Threatnings are without any Foundati- 
ei on, in eicher Sctipture or: Reaſon, will, I hope, ap- 
a4 pear from the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. | 
Man's Days, in this World, are ſo few, and full of 
Trouble, he can't look upon this Earth as the Place 
of his Abode. That Stay we are allowed to make 
here, is ſo very ſhort and uncertain, and all the Hap- 
pinels we can enjoy is ſo inconſiderable, when com- 
pared with the Miſery we muſt ſuffer, that Almighty 
GOD Would nevet have ordered us to theſe poor 
diſmal Apartments of Nature, upon ſuch a trifling 
Errand. No — no — we are only ſent hither to 
multiply: and increaſe. Here we only commence our 
Exiſtence, and are uſed à little, at firſt, to Hard- 
ſhips' and Difficulties, to recommend future Hap- 
pineſs, and quicken our Relifh for the Joys of an 
Aﬀter-Life. 

Benevolence was, indeed, the only Motive that 
could have induced the Deity to have made us at 
firſt ; and we mult all be, ſome Time or other; put in 


For, if any one is diſappointed of what he aims at, 
"is either for Ignorance of, or Want of Power to 
make Uſe of the propereſt Means. 

But Almighry GOD, Who knows aur Thoughts 
O Diſtance, who does "according to his Will in the 
Armies 1 Heaven, and FN en Inhabitauts of 

MN Ne u en: tlie 
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full Poſſe ion of that Happineſs he intended for us: 
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are ſhooting up towards our proper Height, we arc 
cut down and carried. off to the bleſſed Manſions of 
our [ever-growing Perfection. i 
And, without me, in this Way, inppoſcral the 


- 


Pain and Miſery ofepoor Mortis to be followed by 
unſpeakable Joys heteafter, v all never be able to 
ſatisfy the ſcrupulous Athei aud Free-Thinker. 
We, on the one Hand, advance, as the Evidence 
of our Belief, in GOD, That we plainly diſcover 
ſuch Characters of Wiſdom, Deſign and Contrivance, 
in every, Part of Nature we ate acquainted with; 
in a Word, we find ſo much Perfection in ourſelves, 
and every Thing elſe around us, as makes us believe 
' there muſt have been ſome infipicely- perfect Being 
who was the Author of; all this Perfection. 
How could ſo much Order, Harmony, and juſt 
Proportion, - ſo beautiful a Work, have been the 
Eſſect of blind Chance, or undeſigned Force, which 
never acts uniformly FFC 
And this Being we call GOD, whom we ought to 
love and fear, becauſe of his infinite Power, and un- 
{peakable Goodneſss. a 
Ihe Atheiſts generally offer, in Oppoſition to 
theſe Arguments; N, ſay they, how much 1 
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Mah do we plainly ſee in J; World? Baſe aut 


d 

nl avid Ends are purſued by ignominious Means ; every 
1 one induſtrious to make himſelf and others miſerable, 
is Je find ourſelves naturally blind, and ignorant of our 
* true Intereſt ; ſtrongly attached to every Thing that is bad, 


n- aud averſe to whit is good. By Nature we are wedded 
de to the Pleaſures, Amuſements and Diverſions of this Liſe, 
Ie, whilſt we are told from Heaven, we ſhall be doomed to 
n- WM eternal Miſery, if we don't forſake thoſe charming Va- 
lis nities aue are ſo eagerly in Purſuit of, If ve don't den 
we our ſelves thoſe very Things which we think could N 
ne baue made us happy. I we don't bid adieu, for ever, 
of io thoſe dear Objects ue are ſo madly in Love of; the 
Devil and his Angels are to be our only Entertainment, 
he and damned Companions, for Eternity. 
bY . - Ob miſerable Conditiou of Humanity! What cruel 
to Heart could help being touched with this our deplorable 
| Circumſtance ] Born under one Law, unto another bound: 
nc: Wl Vainly begot, and yet forb:dden Vanity: Created fick, 
vet and yet commanded. to be ſound. Sure, if Nature did 
ce, not delight in Blood, ſbe would have made more eaſy Ac- 
th; ceſs to Good. MWrhence could all this Evil and Miſchief 
res, have: flowed? This curſed Blemiſh, this fatal Inper- 
eve Jectian in the human Soul? From where could this pal. 


ing pable Abſurdity, this deſtractiug Contrariety in the Mals 


of Man, have ſprung ? How could this prodigious Blun- 
der haue happened? There certaiuly muſt have been, 
rom all Eternity, ſome infinitely malicious Being who 
was the Author of all this confounded Maſs of Miſery; 
elſe Nature muſt have always exiſted of itſelf, without 
any Thing prior to it, that might have been the Cauſe of 
its Exiſtence. 1 HET | | 
Such wofal. Diſorder could never have happened un- 
der the Government of Almighty GOD ; he never would 


have. ſuffered ſuch Havoc and Corruption in the Work 


-—_- — —— —— — — — - 


— — 6 — 


| 
* 


” { 24 1] 
F his own Hands; that Mork, we are told, he was fo 
much delighted and taken up with. 

Nor, indeed, is it poſſible any e e ue 
that had a Regard to the Welfare f his People, could 
ever have allowed ſuch perverſe Rebellion in his Snbjefts, 
whilſt he had Knowledge, Power, and Judgment enough 
10 haue prevented it. 

It we therefore would believe in GOD, that be- 
neficent Being, who, at firſt, created all Things, 
and ſtill continues to ſupport the univerſal Frame; 
by the conſtant Exercile of his Power and Good- 
neſs; we muſt perſwade ourſelves he has deſigned 
this Earth for the grand Nurſery of human Nature, 
fitted only to raiſe the Growth from the Sced. 
It ſhould, therefore, be the great Buſineſs of out 
Lives, to plant and propagate our Kind; to throw 
our Secd into every fruitful Corner; to get it vigo- 
rouſly, into the gaping ' Bottom of every ſweet-wa- 
tered Vale. We ought, therefore, to be active and 
induſtrious in rearing up great Numbers of young 
Plauts, and preparing them for being tranſported 
to other more kindly Climates, where they ſhall all 
enjoy the yninterrupted Sweerneſs of an everlaſting 
Sprivg 

Cloſe by the ouzy Chanel, berwixt the flowry 
ſhaded Banks, lies ſnug the render Seed; till ſhoot- 
ing out from genial Heat, it bloſſoms, extends its 
budding Branches; till ripened Seed, ready to drop 
from it, is wafted into a Bed, like that from which 
the Parent-Wood had ſprung, © 
Thus kind Narure has ftrongly prompted ſhort- 
liv'd Man to ſpend his Strength, and deal out his 
Secd to every fruitful Womb. 

This was, indeed, the Intention of his 0 
Creator in lending him to this World, as appears 


P "x . 


5.) | 
From the InſtruRions he gave him wen he had feſt | 


created him, and left him in the Garden of. Eden 
*Be" fruitful; fays he, multiply aud repleniſp the Earth. 
This was GO 's firſt great Command; Which, 

becauſe of its vaſt Importance, he repeats once and 
again, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to Nuah and his Sons, 
Gen. ix. 1. And God bleſſed Noah and bis Sons, and 
aid unto them, le fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſa 
Ihe Earth, v. J. And you, be ye fruitful; and multi- 
phy, and bring forth main in the Earth, 2 mul. 
#iply therein. 

The fitſt Race of Men, whe kept freq nent Cor⸗ 
reſpondence ith Heaven, neareſt allied 7 to GOD, 
propagated their Kind in the moſt effectual Way. 
They reaped the Joys of Love without Controul, 
Tis true, they took them Wives; but when theſe 
did not anſwer the great End of Marriage, they 
went ſucceſsſully into their Hand-Maids. Or, in 
other Terms, they kept Miſſes, fair Coucubines: 
who, after cohabiring for ſome Time with them, 
were called their Wives; and, when theſe / proves 
barren, they looked about for others. > 
If we. then would obey! rhe Voice of - Heaven, | 
hear the Word of the Lotd, and follow the Dictates 
of Nature,” Senſe and Reafon, and the good Ex- 
ample of our holy Fathers. Let us immediately be | 
take ourfelyes-to the moſt expeditious) Method of 
merealing the Number, of our Fellow-Creatures, 
But this we will never be able to do, without orni⸗ 
cation is allowed and gone into. N 

The old beaten Road of Matrimony i is, no doubt, 
very much tobe approved of, as it Kreugrhens 
Friendſhip, - animates the ſocial Affections, unites 
our Souls as: well as our Bodies; cho. it is not al- 
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his Rank and Station in Life. And à Girl, of good 


T as ) 
Na the moſt efiectual Way of: nepenihing th 
a N. * * 5 
How a may one leon handſom, jolly, forioke: 
ly Girl, Join d, for Liſe, to a poor decrepit, auk- 
ward, fill » four, ill-natured Fellow, that is not 
capable acting his Part to Purpoſe, or giving 
dus Benevolence'to that pretty Creature,. who is ſo 
arent Subject to work upon, aud bring forch: ar 
utidantly ? What prodigious Loſs is it to Man- 
kind, — ſo lovely àn Object, capable of pro- 
dueing Numbers of wholeſom, beautiful Children, 
ſhould ly idling by this impotent Fumbler. 
is ttue, — indigent Chatmers / are ſometime 
ſupplied, by 2 Charity from ſome young 
Felld v in the Neighbourhood, — merciful Pro- 
vidence ſeems to — ordered there for the peedy 
Relief of theſe! poor afflicted Widows: .-: - 1 
No judicious young Fellow” will ever. 8 to 
matry before he is in à Condition to live ſuitàble to 


denſe; will always be very cautious in the Choice of 
a Husband, as ſhe; very juſtly, looks upon this as 
4 Matter of the greateſt Importance in Life, upon 
whieh/her Happineſs entirely depends. If one, who 
is vety well, with reſpeſt to his Quality and out ward 
Circumſtances, ſhall make his Addreſſes to this Girl, 
tis a great Chance if his Perſon, Tempet or Hu- 
mor, is not, ſome how, diſagreeable: And ano- 
ther} that has all the agrecable Qualifications of 2 
d wane for Lite, ma may not RTE INI. For- 
tuns. iel 

Andif the young pair don't jump. pretty much 


| 1 their Sentiments, Tempers and Diſpoſitions, tis 


1mpdMble they can be happy, thoꝰ they ſhould live in 


the: Midh of Affluence; 3 whilſt they can't ſhare in 


any 
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ny other Entertainment than that of Billing, they _ * 
are in a fair Way of being for ever miſerable. Whilſt 
they have no ſolid Foundarion to ſ 1 Friendſhip 
and mutual Eſteem, their Love muſt drop and fall a- 
way of Courſe. 5 PIT 
1 Young Folks that will marry, without any Con- 

fideration this Way, may, indeed, paſs the Time 
agreeably enough, in conjugal Careſſes, for a few 
Days; but, by the Time the firſt Heats of Paſſion 
are fondly ſpent in the Marriage-Bed, when the firſt 
warm Intercourſes of Love are paſſed, the new Lov- 
ers, from the frequent Repetition of their late great 
Familiarities, generally fall into a languid Indifte= 
rence, a filly Neglect, and open Contempt of each 
other. | 
From ſuch Reſlections as theſe, Ladies and 
| Gentlemen, of the beſt Senſe, have always looked up- 
| on 4 married State as the laſt Retreat of Lite. They 
| don't incline to venture raſhly upon any Thing that | 
may poſſibly be attended with ſuch dangerous Con- 
| ſequences. This puts them under a Neceſſity of mif- 
8 applying their firſt, their ripeſt Fruits of Love. 
They can't help throwing aſide their rankeſt Seed in- 
1 ſuch Places as they know will not yield any In- 
creaſe.” The elaſtick Juice ſprings. boldly out, and 
ſoon is loſt in open Air. | 

And how is it poſſible to get this remedied, 
while Fornication is ſeverely forbid, and thought 
ſinful and diſhonourable by Church and State? 

But how comes this here ſweet prolifick Fornica- 
tion to have been, of a great While, ſo unreaſonab- 
ly exploded? Why, it a blooming young Girl is. 
either offered, ot prevailed upon, to ſerve a Man, in 
this Shape, for a few Minutes, a few Days, or a 
few Years; what egregious Stupidity, an unpardd- 
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nable Sin, ſhould it be, to let lip this noble Oppe 


ed my Bed with Coverings of Tapeſtry, "with carved 


f 28 


tunity of forwarding that grand Expedition upon 
- which we were, all of us, diſpatched into this 
World; to wit, to multiply and increaſe? *Tis not 
convenient to engage the poor innocent Thing for 
Life; but ſhe is ready to pleaſe a Gentleman for a 
little, if he deals kindly by her, and will take Care 
D * | 
And it a pretty Gitl ſhall be called a Whore, for 
engaging only for alittle Time with a Gentleman, 
in this Way, a Woman that engages with a Man, 
in the very ſame Way, until it ſhall pleaſe God to 
ſeparate them by Death, is, methinks, a much great- 
er Whore; a Whore for Life. 
Whore, is a naughty Word, which ohly ought to 
be applied to thoſe jaded, tough, callous Proſtitutes, 
uncapable of Procteation. Thoſe damned Strum- 
pets that will ask a Sixpence of à Gentleman for 
giving him a moſt virulent Clap. 
Ik one is fooliſh enough to venture upon any of 
theſe, he is certainly in er of Hell- Fire. 
Salomon ſpeaks very ſenſibly upon this Subject; 
he gives us a very juſt Character ot a | Whore, a 
lively Deſcription of an Interview of this Kind, in 
the 7th Chapter of his Proverbs. 
Aid behold, ſays he, among the Touths I diſcerned 
a young Man, void of . Underſtanding, paſſing through 
the Street near her Corner, and went the Way to her 
Houſe. She is loud and ſtubborn, her Feet abide not in her 
_ Houſe. Now ſhe is without, now in the Streets, and 
lies in Wait at every Corner. So ſhe caught him and 
. kiſſed him, and with an impudent Face ſaid unto him, 
have Peace Offerings with me; this Day have I paid 
my Vows : Therefore came I forth to meet thee, dili- 
gently to ſeek thy Face ; and 1 found thee. I have deck 
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orks, and fie Linen of Ex pt. th much "hp 
erh ſhe cauſed him to yield; 52575 the Flattery of her 
Lips ſve forced him. He goes after her ſtraight Mu, 
ns an Ox goes to the Slaughter; and as a Bird hafteth 
to the Snare, and knows not that it is for his Life, till a 
Dart ſtrike through his Liver. Hearken unto me, theres 
fore, O ye Children; let not thine Heart decline to hey 
2 Wa; go not aſtray in her Paths: Fur ſbe has caſt 


1 down many wounded ; yea, many ſtrong Men have been 
; ſain 'by her. Her Houſe is the TY: to Hel, going drwn 
8 to the Chambers of Death. *© * 


Marriage has, indeed, of a great While, bra 
ed the Countenance of every Community; as Men 
have always looked upon it as the beſt Expedient 


*. to prevent that Confuſion which muſt have ariſen 
In from the promiſcuous Intercourſes of the oppolite 


Sexes. | 

But thoſe fair Ladies, who, rather than ly idle, 
will uprightly ſerve the Lord in their Day and Genera- 
tion, with Fear and Trembling ; with a panting Heart, 
and aking Limbs, 

[ ſay, it the bleſſed Fornication of ſuch pretty 
Rogues as theſe, was under proper Regulations, fo 
as they ſhould not be put to the Bluſh for propa- 
gating their Kind in this expeditions Way, the 
whole Nation would ſoon find their Account in it. 
I ſhall here beg Leave to offer the Publick ſome 
broken Hints of a Scheme for regulating theſe vigo- 
rous Intercourſes of Love, which preſently will ap- 
pear juſtified from Seriptute and Reaſon. 

I. That in all the Cities, Towns, and Places 
of Reſort in Great-Britain and Ireland, there ſhonld 
be large Buildings, under proper Regulations, ap- 
propriated for nurſing young Babies : Where there 
thould be all neceſſary Conveniences for ers 
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Child- bearing; Halles ie to be let oat to 


and Eight Years of Age. 
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all pretty Ladies that have a Mind to be private, 
and retite from the World for a few Weeks, 

II. All Infants whatſoever are to be received in- 
to theſe Colleges, without asking any. Queſtions, 
and to be taken Care of till they are between Six 


THI. That all theſe Boys and Girls, ſhall then 


immediately be ordered to the ſeveral ManufaRures, 


and to every other Labour that ſhall be moſt bene- 
ficial to the Publick; and that they, all be engaged, 
upon proper Conditions, to ſerye their. reſpective 
Maſters. till they are of Age. WM 
Beſides a great many other Advantages, ariſing to 
Society from this new-modelled Charity, we ſhould 
have an excellent Proviſion made for all our Found- 
lings; the Want of which, in our Iſland, is a Griev- 
ance that has: never as. yet been redreſſed, tho.ot- 
ten lamented by ſome of our ingenious Writers. 
The Guardian, in one of. his Papers, repreſents 
the great Evil of this woful Negle&, and acquaints 
us with the Method which others Nations have 
taken to prevent it. I ſhall here beg Leave to inſert 
2 tew Paragraphs he has writ. upon this Subject. 
1 ſhall mention, ſays he, a Piece of Charity which 
© has not yet been exerted among us, and which 
© deſerves our Attention the more; becauſe it is pra- 
© Eiſed by moſt of the Nations about us; I mean, 
1 Provition for Foundlings, or for. thoſe Child en, 
© who, thro' Want of ſuch a Proviſion, are expoſed to 
© the Barbarity of cruel and unnatural Parents. One 
does not know how to ſpeak. on ſuch a Subject 


without Horror; but what Multitudes of Infants 


have been made away by thoſe who brought them 
into the World, and wete afterwards either aſnam- 


ed or unable to provide for them. There 


\ 


F ane. i I. we LY 


here is ſcarce N Altzes, where fome uuhappy 


© der 


* ons, is the Fear of Shame, o. their Inability Fo 
. 1 pport thoſe whom they give Liſe to. 


F like our Colleges. In the 


Ir 


f Wretch is not executed for the Murder of a Child 3 
and how many more of. theſe Monſters of Hu- 


© manity may we ſuppoſe to be wholly undiſcovered; 
© or cleared for Want of legal Evidence; not to 
© mention thoſe, who, by unnatural Practices, do, in 
© ſome Meaſure, defeat the Intentions of Providence; 


and deſtroy their Conceptions even before they leo 
© the Light. 

FT In alf theſe the Guilt is equal, - tho” the Puniſh- 
ment is not ſo. But to paſs by the Greatneſs of 
the Crime, which is not to be expreſſed by Words; 
* if-we only confſiderit, as it robs the Commonwealth 
ot its fall Number of Citizens, it certainly deſerves 
* the utmolt Application and Wiſdom of a People 0 
prevent it. 

Ir is certain, that which) generally betrays theſe 
proffigace Women into it, and oyercomes the Ten- 

$ which is natural. fo them on other Occaſi- 


©1-ſhall therefore ſhew how this Evil is 8 
in other Countries, as I have learned from thoſe 
who have been converſant in the ſeveral great Cis 
ties of Europe. 
© There are at Paris, Madrid, Lisbon, Rome, and 
* many other large Towns, 4 og Hoſpitals built, 
alls of thete Hoſpitals 
"are placed Machines, in the Shape of large Lan- 
thorns, with-a little Door in the Side of them tur- 
ned toward the Street, and a Bell hanging by 
them. The Child is depoſited in this Lanthorn, 
which is immediately turned about into the In- 
ide of the 3 
© The 


n R 

The Perſon who conveys the Child, rings the 
Bell and leaves it there; upon hich the pro- 
© per Officer comes and receives it, without making 


further Enquiries. 


The Parent, or her Friend, who lays the Child 
© there, generally leaves a Nore with 1t, declarin 
© whether it be yet chriſtened, the Name it ſhoul 
© be called by, the particular Marks upon it, and 
„„ out | | 
It often happens, that the Patent leaves a Note 
© for the Maintenance and Education of the Child, 
© or takes it out after it has been ſome Years in the 
© Hoſpital. Nay, it has been known, thar the Fa- 
© ther has afterwards owned the young Foundling 
© for his Son, or left his Eſtate to. him. This is 
© certain, that many are by theſe Means preſerved, 
F and do ſignal Services to their Country, who, 
* without ſuch a Provifion, might have periſhed as 
© Abortives, or have come to an untimely End, 
* and perhaps have brought upon their guilty Pa- 


"© rents the like Deſtruction. 


I don't remember ever to have been ſo ſenſibly 
touch'd with any Thing in Life, as with an Executi- 
on of this Kind. A-poor innocent well-humour'd Girl, 
from the ſtrong Impulſes of Nature, and the warm 
inſinuating Addreſſes of a young Gentleman in the 
Neighbourhood, was at length prevailed upon to 
open her tender Arms to his ſoft Embraces. 
- Finding herſelf ruined, big with Child, the is in 
the greateſt Confuſion imaginable. She no ſenſi- 
bly perceives ſhe is quite undone. To think that 
the muſt now part with her dear Character, the molt 
valuable Jewel ſhe ever was in Poſſeſſion of, diſtracts 
her very Soul. That ſhe muſt he expoſed to pub 


lick Shame, loſe the Countenance of all her FOR 
ave 
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| . 
have her Charms neglected Up deſpiſed by. thoſe 
ho uſed to admire them; and become, at laſt, thy 
fly Subject of Laughter and Ridicule among all 
ber female Acquaintance, | * 
Thus, ſadly loaded, ſhe raves, to imagine that a- 
ny ſhould know the Cauſe of all her Anguiſh. She 
; conceals her Grief, and had rather be dead, than 
call for any Aſſiſtance to the Delivery of her wo⸗ 
Jul Burden, tho ſhe is at the ſame Time ſcized with 
the tendereſt Touches of Humanity: ?- 
© The poor Baby, that is thus, by Stealth, brought 
to breathe in open Air, ſoon dies, and ſo compleats 
the Miſery of its mourning Parent. | 
She is tried for her Life, The Law condemns her. 
The. poor innocent Creature is found guilty ; and 
now the moſt wloring Scene, that ever my Eyes be- 
held, is ready to offer itſelf to our View. | 
A handſom jolly Girl, in the Bloom of Youth, 
and Gaiety of Lite, is dragged to the. Scaffold. 
Streams of good Humour uſed to flow from her 
ſprightly Eyes, but now they are blotted ; Floods 
of Tears guſb out from them. Her lovely Face is 
hid from Sight. The fatal Rope goes round her 
Neck. Her Breath is ſtopp'd. Her glowing Bo- 
ſom ſtrongly heaves. Her tecble Pulſe forgets to 
play. She ſwings, ſhe ſinks, and dies away. 
What human Soul could ſtand the Shock of ſuch 
unnatural Barbarity ;' ſure there is no tender-heart- 
ed, publick-ſpirited Briton, but would have this 


- y cruel Law repealed ; which certainly hinders the 
— Propagation of our Species, robs, the Common- 
"of wealth of its full Number of Citizens; and de- 


Re toys thoſe charming Creatures whom Nature and 

= Providence have plainly intended for the Support of 
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becauſe ot the unnatural Practices of ſome People 


— . ns - een. 


ſued, how vaſtly crouded ſhould our Baby- Convents 


tor has, ' merhiaks,- demonſtrated tothe Convict 


- The Legiſlatute, tis true, found themſelves uf 
der a Neceſſity of going thus Tigouroufly to Wor 


who, rather than be brought to publick Shame, 
deſtroy their own Offspring. n 
And this is entirely owing to à fooliſh Opinion 
that has of a great While prevailed among us, 10 
wit, That Fornication, ot kiſſing young Women, 
mould be looked upon as ſinful and diſhonourable. 
But, it this Fornieation, ſo unreafonably exclaim- 


ed againſt by every - ſolemn Prattler, was once got 


the Length of being faſhionable, ſo as à young 
Lady ſhould not bluſh, or be afrighted to fee het 
pretty ſoft Belly heave up above its ordinary Di- 
menſions, all the Exil and Miſchief, which we now 
Tafter by the Loſs of tlioſe that are uſeful and a. 

eeable Members of Society; and that ' poſſibly 
He have done fignat Services to their Country, 
Would certainly be prevented!!! 
And, indeed, what an odd Whim js it in a Man, 
that he ſhall think the worſe of a Woman tot 
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knowing a Man? 

: Methinks "tis very unreaſonable, very unchriſtian, 

in oue to venture raſhly to engage, for Life, with 2 

Woman, tho' ſhe is pretty, betore he has had fomt 

Proof of her Abilities. Prove ul Things, ſays the 

bleſſed Goſpel, and only hold faſt that which is good. 
Was the Plan I have here laid down rightly put- 


« ® 
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be? What prodigious Numbers of well-employ'l 
People ſhould we ſoon have, which are, undoubted- 
ly, the proper Wealth and Security of 4 Nation. 
That every Country is poorer, or richer, in Propot 
tion to the Number of its Inhabitants, the Specta 
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M of a... in his 20adth Paper; 
Vol 34 which 7 mall bete beg Leave ge 
ri 
The Prince, ſays he, for the publick Good, hs 
* a ſovereign Property in every private Perſon's E- 
eſtate, and conſequently his Riches muſt increaſe or 
{ decreaſe, in Proportion to the Number and Riches | 

© of his Subjects. For Example, if Sword or Peſti- 
t lence ſhould deſtroy all People of this Metropolis, 
* the Queen muſt needs loſe a; great Part of het Re- 
e Wl © venue; or, ar leaſt, what is charged upon the Ci- 
g, mult increaſe the Burden upon the teſt af her 
Subjects. Perhaps, the Inhabitants here are not 2 
;. Wl © bove a centh Part of the Whole; yer, as they are 
better fed, cloathed, and lodged, than her other 
* Subje&ts, the Cuſtoms and Exciſes vpon their Con- 
' ſumption, the Impoſts upon their Houſes, and o- 
* ther Taxes, do very probably make a fifth Part of 
* the whole Revenue of the Crown: But this is not 
all; the Conſumption of the City takes off a great 
Patt of the Fruits of che whole:Ifland. 
And as it pays ſuch a Proportion of the Rent} 
for yearly Value of the Lands in the County, ſo je 
*is the Cauſe of aying ſuch a Proportion of Taxes 
upon theſe The Loſs, then, of ſuch Pe- 
' ple; muſt — ſenſible to the Prince, and wl 
ble to the whole Kingdom. 
Onche other. Hand, if ie ſhould pleaſ God to 
* drop from Heaven a new People, equal in Number 
ber und Rickes am the: „I ſhould be ready to 
think, their Exviſes, and Houſe-Reat, 
would raiſe as great a — to the Cron, as 
# would) be loſt ia the formbr Caſt. And, as the 
Conſumption of this new Body would be a now 
Mather for n the Country, 15 de 


Bol 
Lands, eſpectally thoſe adjacent; would riſe 

Tin their yearly Value, and pay lgueater: Tages to 
2 the Public. 

The Gain, in this Caſe, N be as ſenſible . 
«the former Loſs. [1.41209 
Whatſoever is aſſeſſed apon:the tales. is le- 
© vied upon Individuals. It were worth the While, 
© then, to conſider what is paid by, or by Means of, 
the meaneſt Subjects, in order to compure che Va- 
ue of every Subject to the Prince. 
For my own Part, I fhould, believe, this Seven 
© Eights of the People are without Property in them- 


a « ſelves or the Heads of their: Families, and forced 


to work for their daily Bread; and that, ot this 
Sort, there are ſeven Millions, inthe whole Iſland of 
© Great Britain': And yet one would imagine, that 
1 ſeven Eights of the whole People ſhould conſume, 
at leaſt, three Fourths of the whole Fruits of-thc 
Country. If this is the Caſe, the Subjects without 


property pay three Foutths of the Rents, and con- 


© ſequently enable the Landed - Men to pay three 
f Fourths of their Taxes. Now, if ſo great a Part 

* of the Land-Tax were to be divided by ſeven 
Millions, it would amount to more than three 


: * Shillings to every Head. And-thus, as the . Poor 


Lare the Cauſe, without which the Rich could not 

pay this Tax, even the pooreſt Subject is, upon this 
© this Account, worth three rs" Tae to the 
Prince. ö vigogJ waits i a f 
Again, one would imagine the Gonſuraption o 
* ſeven-Eighths of the whole Peopteiſhould pay tu 
Thirds of all the Cuſtoms and Exiſes: Andi if ti 
Sum too ſhould: be divided by ſeven Millions, vis 
the Number of (poor People, it would camoudt te 


Si more than n to every Head? Wa 
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therefore, with N Fi former Sum, every 


poor Subject; without Ptoperty, except of his 


* Limbs, or I. bour, is worth, at leaſt, ten Shillings 


x yearly to the Sovereign: So much, then, the Queen 
© loſes, with every one of het old, and gains with e- 
very one of her tiew Sabeccs. 
.. * When I was got into this Way of thinking, I 
* preſently, grew,conceired of the Argument, and was 
juſt preparing to write a Letter of Advice to a 


SES 
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Member of Parliament, for 5 al See of De 


and Trades; for taking away all Manner of Di- 
ſlinction between the Natives and Abe; for 


8 -* repealing our Laws of Pariſh-Sertlements; and re- 


moviog every other Obſtacle to the Incteaſe of our 
People. But as ſoon as I had recollected with what 
© inimitable” Eloquence my Fellou-Labourers had 
<exaggerated the Miſchietz of ſelling the Birth- 
*rights of Britons for a Shilling ; ot ſpoiling the 
© pare Britiſh Blood with foreign Mixtures; of in- 
* rroducing a Confuſion of Languages and Religions; 
and of letting in Strangers to eat the Bread out of 
the Mouths of our own People; I became ſo hum- 
ble as to let my Project fall to the Ground, and 
leave my Country to increaſe by the ordinary Way 
* of Generation. 4g a 
As I have always at Heart the publick Good, 
ſo I'm ever contriving Schemes to promote it; and 
think 1 may; without Vanity, pretend to have 
*contrived ſome, as wile as any of the Caſtle- Buil- 
* ders. I had no ſooner given up my former Pro- 
ject, bur my Head was preſently full of draining 
* Fetis and Matſhes, banking out the Sea, and join- 
ing new Lands to my Country; for ſince tis 
thought impracticable to increaſe the People to the 
Land, I fell immediately to conſider how much 
1 nnen | © would 
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+ Land to the People. © | 
It the ſame omnipotent Power which made the 
World, ſhould at this Time raiſe ont of the Oce- 
Tan, and join to Great Britain an equal Extent of 
Land, with equal Buildings, Corn, Cattle, and o- 
by ther Conveniencies and Neceflarics of Life, but 
yo Men, Women, not Childred, I ſhould hardly be- 
| © lieve this would add, either to the Riches of the 
4 © People, or the Revenue of the Prince; for ſince the 
| © preſent Buildings are Tufficient for all the Inhabi- 
4 * rafts, if any of them ſhould forſake the old, to 
© inhabit the new Part of the Iſland, the Incteaſe of 
© the Houſe-Rent, in this, would be attended with, 
© at leaſt, an equal Decreaſe of it in the other: Be- 
| ©{ides, we have ſuch à $ufficiency of Corn and Cat- 
1 ©tle, that we give Bounties to out Neighbours, to 
. take what exceeds of the former off our Hands; 
.; 4nd we will nor als den of the deer to, be in- 

© ported upon us by our Fellow- Subjects: Abd for 
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jd. be gained to the Prince, by increaſing dhe 
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bi * che remaining Product of the Country, tis already 
gl equal to our Markets, But, if all theſe Things 
9 © ſhould be doubled to the ſame Buyers, the Own- 
4 ©ers mult be glad with Half their preſent Pricey, 
| F the Landlords with Half their preſent Rents ; and 
d 1 thus, by ſo great an Enlargement of the Country, 
3 the Rents in the Whole would not increaſe, nor the 
i. 2 Faxes to the Phbliok. LT 
© On the contrary, I ſhould believe they would 
[| T be very much diminiſhed ; for, as the Land is on- 
$ „ ly valuable for its Fruits, and theſe axe all periſh: 
| © able, and, for the molt part, muſt either be uſes 
$ within the Year, or periſh without Uſe, the Own 
i ers will get rid of them at any Rate, rather than 
il * they ſhould waſte in their Poſſeſſion : So that "ris 
; INI. Pro: 
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r probable the annual Production of thoſe periſh 
Things, even one tenth Part of them beyond a 
$ Poſſibility ot Uſe, will reduce one Half of their 
Value. It ſeems to be for this Reaſon, that our 
x Nezghbour-Merchants, who engroſs all the Spices, 
* and know how great a Quantity is equal to the 
© Demand, deſtroy all that exceeds it. It were na- 
*tural then to think, that the annual Production of 
twice as much as can be uſed, maſt reduce all to 
an eighth Part of their preſent Prices; and thus, 
this extended Iſland would not exceed one fourth 
Part of the preſent Tax. em OLED 
IIt is generally obſerved, that, in Countries of the 
* preatelt Plenty, there is the pooreſt Living, like 
the School- Men's Aſs in one of my Speculations, 
| the People almoſt ſtarve between two Meals. The 
Truth is, the Poor, whichaare the Bulk of the Na- 
* tion, work only that they may live; and if, wich 
two Days Labour, they can get a wretched Sub- 
* fiſtence for a Week, they will hardly be brought to 
work the other Four; but then, with the Wages 
* of two Days, they can, neither pay ſuch Prices for 
their Proviſions, nor ſuch Exciſes to the Govern- 
* ment. | Vs 8 
That Paradox, therefore, in old HESIJO D, 
*HALF IS MORE THAN THE WHOLE, 
* yery applicable to the preſent Caſe ; ſince nothing 
js more true in political Arithmetick, than that 
the ſame People, with Half the Country, is more 
* valuable than the Whole. I begin to think there 
was nothing abſurd in Sir . Petty, when he fan- 
*cied, if all the Highlands of Scor/and, and the 
hole Kingdom of Ireland, were funk in the Oce- 
an, ſo that rhe People were all ſaved, and brought 
into the Lowlands of Great Britaiu, nay, tho' they 


were 
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30 J | 
were to he neimbulſed the Value of their Eſtata 
y the Body of the People, yet both the Sovereign 
* and the Subjects in general, would be enriched; by 
the very Lols. e163. 1301, $4 02 nel vl? 
- .* I6rhie, People only make the Riches, the Father 
of ten Children, is a greater BenefaGtor to his Coun- 
try, than he who. bag added to it 10, o00 Acres of 
Land, and no Pegpl .... 
Ihe Speltarors Computation, here, of the Value 
of every Subject to the Prince, is certainly very juſts 
ly, believe, that ſeven Millions 


for. we may reaſonab 


# i» 


of the Inhabitants of Great Britain are forced to 


Work for. their daily Bread; and that theſe ſhould 
conſume, at leaſt, three Fourths of the whole Fruits 
of the Country. By this they pay three Fourths of 
the Rents, and ſo enable the Landed- Men to pay 
three Fourths of their Taxes, And if this Sum, wiz. 
three Fourths. of the Land- Tax, were to be divided 
by ſeven Millions, we ſhould. find it amount to more M. 
chan three Shillings to every Head. Upon this Ac 
count, the pooreſt Subject is worth three Shillings 
eee io ads oth 11 
Again, One would; imagine the Conſumption of Ml | 
ſeren Millions, or ſeven Eighths of the whole Peo- 
ple, ſhould pay two Thirds of all the Guſtoms and WI ; 
/ 
0 


Exciſes. And if this Sum too ſhould be divided by 
ſcren Millions, it would amount to more than ſeven 
Shillings to every Head, + Aud therefore, with this 
and the former Sum, every poor Subject, without & 
any Property except of his Limbs and Labour, is g 
worth, at leaſt, ten Shillings yearly to the Sove- 
teign. So much, then, the King loſes with every 
one of his old, and gains with every one of his new 

"ij, 6a What 
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io che Valoe, oft our Lands, is likewiſe very juſt, 
y © however, uncommon it may, appear: For, whillt 
> we have Corn and Cattle enough for our own Ule, 
* and to fill all our foreign Matkets, any Atiempts 
= awards the Improvement ot our Country, by Hufſ- 
of hand dry, are intirely uſcleſs, and ate rather hurt ful 
N than beneficial to the Nation, without we, at che 
ic MW Gme Lime, fall upon ſome more than ordinary ex- 
ts peditious Method of ar n the Number of our 
eg pls. 

We muſt therefore nts. with this ingenious 
Author, That the Father of ten Children is a great- 
er Bene factor to his Country, than he who has ad- 
ded to it ten chouland Acres of Land, and no Chil- 
n. 
Bet without) we -. embrace that Fornication, which 


gument, and 331 He was juſt preparing to write 
a Letter of Advice to a Member ef Parliament, for o- 
pening the Freedom of our Towns," and emo vinę every 
auer Obſtacle to the Increaſe fleur People. 

Had he purſued this Matter, a little further, he 
certainly would have dropped into this ſame ptoli- 
tick Fornication; the curbing which, is, undoubt- 
nn the ente Obſtacle: to the Increaſe of our 

cople. 1 
Fis true, it was the Spirit moved me at rſt, ad 
bxed me at length, in this the narrow Path that 
kads to Nat And I. hint i8 now my nes 

e 
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fible Duty to exert LPs: in opening the Paſſage⸗ 
and clearing the Way, for tranſporting Numbers of 
Os wk in order to enrich and ſtrengthen my native 

untry. * K - 
And if my Fellow- Subjects will be ſo publick-ſpis 
rited, as to ſhew equal Vigour upon this Occaſion, 
we ſhall ſoon have effected what the good Spefiatoy 
was fotry he could not help looking upon as im- 
practicable, viz. The ſpeedy Increafe of the Inhabi- 
tant of our Iſland. + | 3 

Was this Project J have here only hinted at, fair- 
ly puſhed on, and proper Meafures concerted for 
putting it in Execution; from this new Encourage- 
ment we ſhould' have, in Great Britain and Ireland, 
- at leaſt, thirty thouſand young Ones yearly brought 
to Life, who never would have had a Being, had 
not this excellent Method been fallen upon. I rec- 
kon near a Third of this Number will die before they 
are of Age; and the reſt, who grow up to their na- 
tural Strength and Pexfection, we'll ſuppoſe only to 
live till they are forty Tears of Age, by Way of Al- 
lowance for thoſe that die by the Way, and do not 
get this Length. n 45 

After the firſt Seven or Eight Tears, according to 
the Model I have already down, we ſhould then 
have Twenty thouſand Boys and Girls yearly diſ- 
patched, from theſe ſaered Monaſteries, to the ſeve- 
ral Manufactures, and to thoſe other Employments 
that ſhould be thought moſt beneficial to the Publick. 
And, in about Twenty Years after the Exection of 
theſe pious Hoſpitals, by the Time the firſt Ordet 
of Foundlings came ta be of Age, we ſhould have 
an annual Produce of Twenty thouſand Sibjetys 
And in Twenty Years thereafter, by the Time ths 
þrſ& Rank of Foundlings came to be Forty Year 
* | 


— 


* 
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of Age; from. this annual Produce, we ſhould, have 
4 Budy of Four hundred thouſand of à conſtant 
ö ag 
Fot, by that Time, according to the Suppoſition 
I have already made, we ſhould have, yeatly, one 
Rank advancing over the Line of T'wenty; and a- 
notber Rank filing off from Forty, x. 
Again, One would imagine that the Increaſe, of 
this itanding Body of Four hundred thouſand would 
de conſiderable; even allowing, they were only to 
propagate wary”. themſelves, I preſume they would 
produge, every Year, between Forty and Sixty thou- 
{and young ones; and thoſe, if put under the ſame 
Regulation with their Predeceſſors, would, at the 
Expiration of Forty Years, come to be another 
landing Body of Eight hundred thouſand; double 
the Number of their Parents, And the yearly, Off- 
ſpring, again, of this ſtanding Body of Eight hun- 
dred chouſand, by the ſame; Rule, will, at the Ex- 
piry of gs © more, grow up to a third ſtand- , 
ing Body. o Sixteen hundred thouſand; double the 
Number of their Parents. | 
And, at this Rate, we may go on multiplying 
and increaſing to the End of the World. 4 
Ftom all which tis cvident, if Fornication was 
now connenanced and approved of by the civil 
Magiſtrate, and the Plan I have here laid down 
nghily puxſued, in about Forty Years Time we 
ſhould have a Ntanding Body of Four hundred thou- 
lard new. Subjects, who never would have had a 
Lcing, had; not this bleſſed Project been put in Exc- 
cution, together with an Addition of 200,000 J. 
fer Ann. to the Revenue, allowing every Subject to 
& Worth oply. 10 3, per Au, to che King. 
Benth e 7 — 88 . | Fw And 
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And, Forty Years thergafter, we ſhould have an- 


other new Body of Eight hundred thouſand; that 


is, Eighty Years hence, we ſhould have, in all, a 
ſtanding Body of One million two hundred thou- 
ſand, which makes an Addition of 600,000 1. per 
Atin. to the Revenue. r 3 + ppthine 
And, Forty Years after that Date, again, we ſhould 
have a third new Body of One million fix hundred 
thouſand ; that is, One' hundred atid twenty Years 
hence, we fhould have, im all, 'Two million eight 
hundted thouſand, which ma kes an Addition of 
1540 % J. per Am. to the Revenue. 
And thus we ſhould always find our Strength and 
Wealth increaſe in a Geometrical Proportion, from 
1 publick-ſpirited Fornication IJ have now enlarg- 
ed upon. * * Ker pa 
Thus, in a little 'Fime, we ſhould be in a Capa- 
city to pay off our national Debt without having 
any new Taxes laid upon us, We fhould ſoon be- 
come the Terrot of alt Europe, and the moſt formi- . 
dable Power upon the Face of the Globe. 
˖ 
: 
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The Expence of the Pablick-in maintaining theſe 
Foundlings, till they are fir for being diſpatched to 
the ſeveral Manufactures, will ſoon be returned by 
the Produce of their Labour afterwards; and by 
their Conſumption of ſuch Things as pay Cuſtom I: 
or Exciſe to the Crow. . Thoſe large Sums given ſt 
towards the Ere&ion and Support of Charity- e 
Schools, would be an excetiem, Fan for carrying | 
on this blefled Work. nne 

I éſhall not be poſiti re as to the Accutacy of this g 
Caleul; but I am fully perſwaded evety Body, that I 
conliders the Matter impartially, will own, that, 
had this Project been on Foot for theſe laſt Three 
hundred Years, we ſhould have had, by at dire 
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t double * Strength and Wealth we are now in Poſ- 

a ſeilion oo. e 208537 5} 

- Sure what I have. here moved, muſt have the 
er Countenance and Approbation of all truly good Pa- 
Nuiots, that have the publick Intereſt at Heart. 

d For my Part, I cannot fee how any reaſonable 
.d WI Objection, can be made, by either Clergymen or 
rs N Laicks, to this Fornication I now ſpeak of. The 
ht ¶ one may object, That 'tis a defiling the holy Temple 
of Wl of the Lord, where the Spirit of God vouchſaſes to dwell ; 
that tis frequently forbid in the Neu- Teſtament, Let 


nd vor Fornication be once named among you, lays the A- 
om ¶ poſtle. The other, may think, tis ruining a great 
rg many pretty Girls ; as they cunnot truly repent of this 
dear charming bewitching Sin, before they have . quite 
Pa* ¶ zudone their Reputation. 
ing As to the firſt Objection, That a Man's Body 
be- vill be polluted by kiſſing a good-humoured, ſweet- 
at 


blooded, cleanly, ncat Girl, is contrary to common 
Senſe and Experience. Ho this can be a defiling 
the Temple of the Lord, is, to me, very unintelli- 
| to'Moible ; a grand Myſtery in Fait n. 11 
.by Y How often do we find our Bodies impreguated 
by wich ſuch great Quantities of Seed and animal Spi- 
0M Writs, as ſelxe our Hearts, and touch our Brains to 
en that Degree, we cannot help poriug continually up- 
rity- Yon the fair Objects of our Deſire. We are for ever 
ys hugging the charming Creatures; putting them in 
a Thouſand delighttul Shapes and pleaſing Circum- 
ſtances. Our Blood is heated; the Pulſe beats high; 
we are all in a Flame; and can never be cooled till 
we have dipped into the ſoft, the ſweet, the bubbling 
Three Hrount of Love: And why ſhould the expelling theſe 
luperfluous Excrements, | theſe agreeably tormenting 
ouble FHumours, by the Medium of a pretty Girl, be a 
a - | Stcater 
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Hut kiſſing a ſound Girl, a firm Bit, good Fleſh 


with his bleſſed Maſter; *77s reported commonly, ſays 
he, that there is: Fornicgtion'ainong you, and ſuch For- 


18 
greater Sin than evacuating a diſtended Bladder in 
the Middle of a clean Piſs- Pot 2 

*Tis true, if a Man will go in to a Hatlot, and 
Mall imbibe infectious Venom from her cotrupt By. 
dy, he has plainly defiled the holy Temple of the 
Lord; has made the Members ot Chriſt, the Mem- 
bers of an Harlot; and is certainly guilty of what 
the Apoſtle calls Fornication, when he ſays, That Je 
that committeth Fornication, finneth againſt his own 
Body. n | 


. 


and Blood, is no where forbid in all the Scriptures 
nor; indeed, could a Revelation, that breathes ſo 
much Benevolence and Good-will towards Men, 
have ever forbid the Uſe of theſe charming Crea- 
tures. | | 

Fornication, tis true, is frequently mentioned 
with Abhorrence in the ſacred Writings, and is 
plainly looked upon as a heinous Sin: But what 
the inſpired. Writers of the New-Teftament meant 
by Phorneia, which we have commonly tranſlated, 
Fornication, is vaſtly different from kiſſing a young 
Girl, what the World, now-a-Days, generally un- 
derſtands by that Word. 

Chriſt, in his Sermon upon the Mount, uſes For- 
nication and Adultery as ſynonymous Ferms. Ht 
that putteth away his IWife, ſays he, ſave for the Cauſe 
df Fornication, cauſes her to commit Adultery, The A- 
poſtle Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Coraarhians, 
Chap. v. Ver. 1. takes this Word in the ſame Senſe 


nication as is not ſo much af hamel among the Gentiles, 
that oe ſhould have his Father's Wife: As if he had 
{aid, "tis reported commonly: that there is Adultery 
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in among you, and ſuch Adultery as is not ſo mack. 
as named among the Gentiles, . one ſhould have 
na his Father's Wife. And we ought to take this Word 
20M in the ſame Senſe through all the reſt of the Apoſile's 
hell Writings, without it plainly appears, from the Con- 
m- text, he has affixed a new Meaning to it. 
hal Tis true, in the next Chapter, he ſeems to un- 
e derſtand Whoredom by this Word, which is general- 
ll ly attended with Claps and Poxes, thoſe infectious. 
Diſcaſes, that poiſon the Blood, exhauſt our Strength, 


<WM ſpend the Vitals, mortify our Mcmbers, and turn 
res the whole Body into a rotten Maſs of ſtinking Cor- 
s (of ruprion. 

Len, All theſe bad Conſequences of Whoredom, the 
rea-W Apoſtle very elegantly expreſſes by finning againſt 


owe 's own Body. 
Meat, ſays he, is good fer the Belly; but ſuch a 
woful- Diſtemper as this, is not good for the Body. Know 
je not that your Bodies are the Members of Chriſt ? Shall 
I then take the Members of Chriſt, and make them the 
atedi Members of au Harlot? GOD forbid. What, know. 
dung te not that he which is joined to an Harlot is one Body? 
un- Fr tuo, ſaith he, ſhall be one Fleſh. Flee Fornication. 
Every Sin thae a Man does is without the Body ; but 
For- he that committeth Fornication franeth againſt his own 
He Body. 
Cauſe The Apoſtle here would have us entertain a great 
e A-M Notion of the Putity of our own Members, 5 
biane we ſhould abhor to pollute them with the alto 
Senſe Members of an Harlot. But he don't at all forbid 
ſays the Uſe of clean Women; yea, ſo very far from 
For- this, that when the Cortuthians had writ to know 
ntiles of him, whether they had better marry, or take a Wo- 
e had mar only by the by ? His Anſwer was, They had ber- 
ulrery itr not marrys. He that rief does wel, but he that 
mona © marries 
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marries not does be Gh, an ke. Marriage is 
got amiſs, but kiffing young Gitls does vaſtiy bet- 
ter, as tis a much more expeditious Method of 
propagating our Species. This, ſays the good A poſtle, 
. is my Judgment in the Affair, tho I have 10 Com- 
mandment of the Lord. And every good Chriſti- 
an ſhould, methinks, have a particular Regard to 
the private Opinion of a Man ſo openly counte- 
nanced by Heaven. Fo A rt 
- Sure the Apoſtle could never have meant, that 
Men had better not approach the 'Fair Sex in any 


Shape. Was this our Caſe, how could we multiply 
and increaſe? Ha, What ſhonld the Ladics do? 
Poor Creatures? I could not help pitying them. 

This Word Fbrzication, in other Places of Scrip- 


ſau 


L 39 J. 
ſaw this, ſhe was more corrupt in her inordinate Los 
than ſbe: For ſbe multiplied her Whoredoms, in calling 
to Remembrance the Days of her Touth, wherem. ſhe play- 
ed the Hurlbt in the the Land of A gypt. She doated 
upon their young Men, whoſe Fleſh is as the Fleſh. of 
Aſſes, and whe 1ſue is like the [ue of Horſes. 
Hut what There would obſerve, is, That as our. 
befſed' Saviour plainly meatit, by this Word Forni- 
cation; and as the Apoſtle Paul underſtands that 
Whoredom by it, which is generally attended with 
the venereal Difeaſe, ſo, when we find this Word, 
Firnicatiou, mentioned in the ſacred Writings, we 
are to "underſtand either Adultery, or that Whore- 
dom, by it, of which the Apoſtle has given us a ve- 
ry natural Deſctiption. * This is the common Scrip-, 
ture-Acceptation” of the Word, aud we ought al- 
ways to keep by it, till we ate plainly, told thete is 
a new Meaning, afflxed to it, ä 

Every Author, that inclines his Reader ſhould un⸗ | 
detſtand him, will never alter the Signiſication of his 
Words before he lets him know of it. When a Word 
has, two or three different Acceptations, the Inten- 
tion of the Writer, the Situation of the Word, the, 
Place and Order it ſtands in, will, I own, naturally- 
kad us to the Senſe it ſhould there be taken in; 
all and if we find, by the Conrext, that none of thoſe, 


Jo- Ideas, formerly a ffi xed to the Word, are to the Pur- 
li- poſe, we are to lay hold on eme otlicr Meanin 
%- Wl that ſeems to be moſt agreeable. t to tlie main Scope, 
ned of the Diſcourſe; 


To illuſtrate this, T ſhall beg Leave to take ati 
Inſtance out of the xyth of the Atts of the 2 
where we are told; there happened a mighty D 
pute about being amc 1 7 the fv Bris of 
ay Fhoſe of the Jews, who had 8 
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ChtiRianity, Were ſo Preda in Favour” dt their 
antient Ceremonics, they could. not endure to (ee, 
them aboliſhed ; they therefore taught, that the 
newly converted Gentiles ſhould all be circumciled, 
and obſerve rhe Law of Moſes. n 
The Apoſtles and 'Elders, at Jeruſalem, being 
conſulted upon this Head, writ thoſe who from a- 
mong the Gentile; were turned to GOD, That, out 
of .Condeſcenfion and Compliance with the Hu- 
mout and Prejudices of the newly converted Jews, 
they would do well to abſtain' 1 5 ſuch” trifling 
indifferent Things, as Frnication, Meats offered to I. 
dols, from eating Blood, and Things ſtrangled. © 
Ik this Gloſs will not be here allowed, upon 
What we are told; in the 28th and 29th Verſes, was 
rhe Reſult of the Apoſtles and Elders Conſultation, 
Fdon't fee why every good Chriſtian, that minds 
the Inſtructions of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould not now 
abſtain from eating Blood, and Things ſtrangled, as 


* * 


well as from Fornication. ee 
As the Diſpute was not concerning Adultery, ot 
Whoredom, thoſe odious Sins, commonly expreſſed in 
Seripture by Fornication it would have been to no 
Manner of Purpoſe to have here enjoined them Ab- 
ſtinence from any ſuch palpable Wickedneſs. This 
never would have ſatisfied the Diſſeuters. 
But the newly converted Jews, it ſcems, . from, 
their Bigotry and falſe Zeal, could not endure to {cz 
other good Chriſtians uſe young Women ſo very fa- 
miliarly. James therefore N as we arc told, in the 
19th and 2oth Verſes, that theſe Chriſtians ſhould 
be deſired to refrain, for the Future, from ſuch inno- 
cent Things as Fornication, or kiſſing young Gitly 
eating Blood, and by ſtrangled, meerly becaulc 
choſe Things had offended their Btethten. 11 
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this: is the only , Place; 5 all the. Scriptutes, 
where Fu nication is made Uſe of to ſignify kifling . 


young. Women. 11127. £01919 A WICK !! | Ws es 
If the Scheme 1 have he las, down ſhould 
take: Place, and meet with kind Reception Eon. 
the Publick z if they in the more eminent tations 
of Life would begin a good Work, and: ſo influence 
the whole Body of the People, till Fornication was 
become fathionahle, an ordinary Mean of retom= 
mending us to the World, and; ſo univerſally ap- 
plautled, that the moſt rigid . Prebyteriaun Miniſter 
would not bluſh to be caught making his aukward 
Add reſſes to a pretty Girl; we ſhould have all. 
the Bigotry of our, keeneſt Zealots intirely ſoften- 
ed, their indiſcreet Favours of eligion quite 
cooled, their Enthuſiaſm diverted; and made to Aw 
in another Chanel. „ AE L > c, 
Was this happy Reformatioz once brought about, 
thoſe. innocent Creatures, that are now ne- 
glected and deſpiſed for ſhewing a Readinels co an- 
ſwer the chiet End of their Creation, would hel 
be eſteemed and regarded, by every Body, as ule- 
ſul Members of the Commonwealtn. ; 


x 


"his WM And theſe fair Ladies that are now diſgraced, 
bare their Charms eclipſed, for prop agi 
tom i er Kind in the moſt expeditions Way, ſhould 
o ce den appear in their full Luſtre, and be placed in 
fa: the moſt advantageous Point of View, always ſhins 


the ing and darting their kind Glances upös ſome 
ould yoang Fellow or other. And, after they had Hand- 
nor lomely acquitted - themſelves of that Capacity,® «4 
which God was pleaſed to have beſtowed on them 
auſeſ for-the ipeedy Increaſe of his People,, when they 
Ano bad ipent the Strength and Bloom of their Lives in 
| | | the 
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the Service of their Country, they ſhould then res 
tire from the Hurry of Buſineſs, commence vener- 
able Matrons, and become the only fanaified Ab- 
beſſes of our up Religion, All the pretty Ladies 
would certainly then make their Fortunes, inſtead 
of undoing their Characters, by this Fornication ! 
have now endeavoured to recommend unto them, 

"Whereas theſe old antiquated Maidens, that 
pride, forſooth, in having their Virginity 0 very 
long, that now they can have no Pleaſure in loſing 
it, would be the only Objects of our greateſt Ab- 
horrence, "Theſe conceited whimfical Haggs, theſe 
Monſters of Women-Kind, ſhould then be expelled 
the Commonwealth, or condemned to the hard La- 


bour and common Drudgery of the Nation; in or- 


or to purge them of their groſs Humours, and 
clear the Earth of ſuck-unnatural Loads. 
And thus I have fully anſwered, at leaſt, to my 
own Satisfaction, the moſt ſpectous Objections that 
poſſibly could have been made by either Clergymen 
or Laicks, to this Forhication I have ſo very ear- 
neſtly exhorted my Reader toʒ 17 22 
In fine, tis the Intention and Conſequences of 
every Action, that muſt denominate it either good 
or bad; and no Revelation from Heaven, (as I have 
glready proved) can ever forbid any Action whif 
our Reaſen, Senſe and Experience, plainly demn- 
ſtrate to be produgive of our temporal Happiiels. 
Here then is an Action, in which both Parties 


mean wel; chat is vaſtly pleaſing while they are 
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abet ir, and attended with! good: Conſequences 
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with refpe& to Society; it muſt therefore be ſuit, 
able to the main Scope and Tenor of the Bible, 
ggreeab)e to what we call Reaſon, and BY 
bir ter th k 354076574 | — FI © 72 the 
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„ue Dignity of our Natures; and the frequent 4 


28 can intitle us to the Favour of that benevolent 
Being, who propoſed to himlelf no other End than 


is only pleaſed with ſuch Actions of ours as are 
productive of our own Welfare; and is only angry 


at 

ry with us when we do thole Things that neceſſarily 
ng give us Pain, and tend to make us Miſerable. 

b- May then Almighty God, of his infinite Mer- 


* cy, enable us all to forward the grand Deſign vf 
our Exiſtence, and heartily to embrace every Op- 
' portunity of that Errand of which we were ſent 
into this World, which undoubtedly was to multi- 
* ply and increaſe. Thus we ſhall here paſs our Time 

* agreeably, and ſhall hereafter enter into the Joy 
'of our Lord.* This is the fervent Prayer of Phi- 

N Cop” 

I make no Doubt, my Brethren and Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians will be much ſurpriſed with the Novelty of 
this Doctrine. I have however the Satisfaction to 
think I have acted an ingenious Part, in publiſhing 
my Sentiments freely, without Diſguiſe. It can't 
give me any Pain to ſee the Arguments I have ad- 
vanced upon this Subject fairly confuted. I ly al- 
ways open to Conviction, and will embrace th 
Truth where ever I find it. | PS 


- petition of ſuch Actions, is the only Thing that 


our Happineſs, in bringing us ta Being, and who 9 
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